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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 8, 9, 14, 15, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 

as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. It is unclear as to what the Applicant 

means by "payoff percentage" as used in the claim language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows; 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, 2, 5 - 9 and 13 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a 
process or method of providing game records for use in a game, receiving player input, 
distributing records to a player and enabling a player to play an auxiliary game. To be 
statutory, a computer related process must result in a physical transformation outside 
the computer for which a practical application in the technological arts is either 
disclosed in the specification or would have been known to a skilled artisan. A statutory 
process is an act or a series of acts, performed upon the subject matter to be 
transfomried and reduced to a different state or thing. While the process or method can 
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be deemed useful, it fails to produce a concrete and tangible result as required by 35 
U.S.C. 101. See MPEP 2106. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 7, 10 - 13 and 16-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Walker et al (US 6,497,408). 

Claims 1-7, 10-13 and 16-23: Walker et al (hereinafter Walker) discloses a 
game wherein the player is able to player a primary lottery game and after playing the 
primary lottery game, the player is allowed to play a auxiliary game also termed a 
"meta-game". Walker discloses "generally, embodiments of the present invention allow 
lottery players to register a group of one or more primary lottery drawing entries in a 
secondary game (the "meta-game"). As used herein, the term "primary lottery drawing" 
is used in a general sense and is intended to include any drawing, lottery or casino type. 
The term "group" or "registered group" is used to describe a set of at least one primary 
lottery entry registered or being registered in a meta-game. A player can receive a 
meta-game award based on the status of his or her registered group. For example, in 
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one embodiment, a player who has registered a group of primary lottery drawing entries 
qualifies for an award in a meta-game if all of the primary lottery drawing entries in the 
player's group lose in the primary lottery drawing. In other embodiments, a meta-game 
operator or sponsor can establish other rules and thresholds governing when a player 
qualifies for an award. For example, rules may be established where a player qualifies 
for a meta-game award if the primary lottery drawing entries in the player's group fail to 
cumulatively win an award above a certain threshold in the primary lottery drawing. 
Other variations and rules will be apparent upon reading this disclosure" (Walker 4:17 - 
40). Walker discloses "For example, a meta-game operator or sponsor may wish to 
provide different price and award terms for players who register larger groups of primary 
lottery entries. As depicted in the example table 132 of FIG. 3, players may receive 
different price and award terms for registering in groups of one, two, five, ten, twenty or 
thirty entries at a time. In some embodiments, a player may be permitted to register a 
group in stages. For example, a player may register several primary lottery drawing 
entries in a first registration, and then later add to the group by registering several 
additional primary lottery drawing entries. In these embodiments, the player may be 
given a refund or credit if the total number of primary lottery drawing entries qualifies for 
a discount. In a further embodiment, a player need not register each member of a group 
at the same time. Instead, primary lottery drawing entries can be registered at different 
times and from different terminals to form a single group. The registration price per 
primary lottery entry 136 may be a number identifying a set price for registering each 
primary lottery entry in a meta-game. This price may be established by the lottery 
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operator or sponsor and can be selected to encourage participants to register groups of 
primary lottery entries. For example, ttie registration price per entry 136 may be reduced 
(e.g., $0.20 vs. $0.25) for players who register a large group of primary lottery drawing 
entries (e.g., twenty or thirty vs. one or two) in a meta-game" (Walker 7:62 - 8:23). 
Thus, Walker discloses the use of a plurality of primary game outcomes that are 
deemed winning or losing outcomes or game entries. The player can then pay/wager to 
have these primary winning/losing outcomes registered into the secondary game event. 
The player can be guaranteed a win in the secondary game, but this guarantee is not 
absolutely necessary. The player can be qualified to register primary game entries into 
the secondary game if the winnings of from the primary game event are within 
designated award thresholds (Walker 9:19 - 60). Walker further states that game 
winnings from the primary game may be accumulated into a player account. The player 
account may be debited and credited according to a players wins and losses, as well as 
according to if the player chooses to play the meta-game which they must pay to be 
registered for Thus, the purchase values of the meta-game entries are withdrawn from 
the player game account which holds game win values from previous primary game 
wins (Walker 15:63 - 15). Walker further discloses that the player is given the option to 
play the meta-game, thus participation in the meta-game is not mandatory (Walker 3:19 
- 32). Walker discloses that communication between the player terminals and the 
game controller may take place across a network or some other type of remote 
arrangement (Walker 4:41 - 45, 5:27 - 40). 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al (US 6,497,408). 

Claim 16: Walker does not specifically state that the win value of the auxiliary 
game has a win value that is equal to twice the purchase value of the winning records. 
However Walker does discloses a table that lists the win values of registered game 
entries of the auxiliary game. Walker discloses that the win values are at least equal to 
the purchase value of the auxiliary game entries and greater than the purchase values 
of the auxiliary game (Walker 7:36 - 65, FIG 3). Thus it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Walker to specify that the win values of the auxiliary 
games are exactly equal to the purchase values of the auxiliary game. This would 
ensure that the player receives at least the value of the wager/purchase price in the 
event of a winning entry. Thus ensuring that the player receives a positive outcome for 
the risk of wagering a sum of money. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross A. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5911. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



